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B 1
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AR S ) AH S AT

FHER UG IR R WL 2, M (1) B9 B & " BN K T, Helped Xt Uine 1 Rine 1171 U= 28 B3 15
1% 7KV _E 3 35 D0 1E , IS T PRI St 28 (e b 17 9 6 Pt DX e s B RIAR A s B R M A K P
FETE, B w7 RN 3, B H A3 BRI , 1 — 2Pl i R JCAH S A 56 [ U9 AR KA A ) 22 5, 25 28
RN AR R GE TN 5. 920, 15 5% 1 F KPR B s, R AR B2 S 2 L DRt xRk
SR STt X A AN T R B 5 7 A0 S 35 5 T R L B A R e O

F2 “HEHMN LT M X BN 18 R
RN “ R BN 35 1 X A ML AR
Uine Rinc R_Uinc R_Rinc Uince Rinc
0.141™  0.176 ™ 0.014 -0.109™ 0.125™ 0.113
Helped Relation Helpe
(3.121) (3.946) (0.435) (-2.156) (2.394) (1.298)
35. 000 47.180" -0.020"" -0.030™" 5.791 " 3.659 ™
Dens R_Dens Dens
(1.726) (24.467) (-4.109) (-5.755) (3.722) (2.470)
0.579 0.218 -0.012 0.075™ 0. 606 0. 663
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Edu R_Edu Edu
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Fin R_Fin Fin
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SO B 7, BORZLA] ) A A i R A% AT BR PR AE BR b X A A A s RO AT AR AR 1) 25 42 T

i LR AT, AT AR B LA 4598 X T30 e ROSCACR I, 48 BRXT F1 35 £R 1B 3R S i [ B A1 8 T
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R AR, AT IR L B e R AR A SR B ZL A BE 22 (AR SO 3 Bt R IR AR AN i RS A5 i &L
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TS R, — 5 TR 5 1k X B 55 1k b DX 38 B RSO B B AR FHAB XT8N | O — 5 TR
PSR SR T 1 3Pkt DB RSO R T R R F R 0 15 BB Sl s B ) I S50 R g
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B0 JR B 114 ST it b, P RS A 4 R b X 3 S S BRSO o X, 7 S HEASE R v A3 ) A P R R T &
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Uinc Rinc R_Uinc R_Rinc
0.120™ 0.126™ 0.156™ 0.171"™" -0.010 0.001 -0.133"* -0.104™*
Helped Relation
(2.232)  (2.365) (2.855) (3.074) (-0.301)  (0.013) (-3.748) (-2.615)
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Helped_perl Relation_perl
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FURILE(ED 668 668 668 668|| WM 13 804 13 804 13 804 13 804
R? 0.953 0. 949 0. 940 0. 940|| R? 0.115 0.115 0.158 0.158
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R4 REUERRER

Panel A . ¥ 4H 25 BURFE

Uinc Rinc R_Uinc R_Rinc
0.115™ 0.169 ™ 0.146 ™ 0.182"
Helped
(2.651) (4.411) (3.689) (4.531)
0. 020 0.013 -0.115™ -0.110"
Relation
(0.619) (0.394) (-2.273) (-2.167)
0. 096 0. 044 -0.023™ -0.022"
West
(1.464) (0.543) (-2.302) (1.942)
0. 028 0. 049 -0.038™ -0.026"
Middle
(0.453) (0.569) (-3.461) (-1.868)
LA 668 668 668 668 13 804 13 804 13 804 13 804
R? 0. 951 0.940 0.950 0. 940 0.119 0. 125 0. 160 0. 154
. Panel B 8t fift B AL 1t Panel C.MHBREE R TTHEA
A2
Ucos Rcos R_Ucos R_Rcos Uinc Rinc R_Uinc R_Rinc
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Helped
(3.198) (3.220) (3.193) (3.682)
-0.010 -0.178™ 0.012 -0.129™
Relation
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HORBE A F A1 TR AT REAE T8 0 ER O Bl A M DX SR By B AR i R 22 8 A A A 45T

RS NHKEHER
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AS Fac Uinc Rinc AR R _Fac R_Uinc R_Rinc
0.830"  0.126™  0.156™ -0.023 0.014 -0.109*
Helped Relation
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Fac R_Fac
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Helped Relation
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0.230  0.100™  0.119™ -0. 069 ™ 0.011 -0.103™
Helped Relation
(3.228)  (5.353)  (6.667) (-3.330)  (0.347) (-2.058)
HFHARAHHLHI 0.177™  0.251™ -0.041 0.085™
Tech R_Tech
(17.703)  (25.628) (-1.086)  (2.278)
SLI{E 668 668 668 || WL {E 13 804 13 804 13 804
R? 0. 905 0. 966 0.970| R 0. 060 0.116 0. 160
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Y S JE R DT B RS20, 1 — 20 SR b [ 97 5 i R A 50 ( CHINS ) e ] 52 3 )
(CFPS) PHEROUL I 2 B 24 TANTE /30T , L5 528 Bt 1B R A BOM SR BE WSO A 12 i, e, CHINS 4%
P AT 1989—2015 4F, CFPS 4 it 35 2010—2022 4, W& 54 76 0 8] 85 B sl B Ah, 7R 48 Sl
B i A e A SRR R NI ( Uine _H ) AR K i R G BE AW (Rine_H ) , ¥4 7 BO $icak
B RO R AR i Helped _H SR BUR UL AR £, 45 G BE T TE 48 0 M A7 @ T4l 45 £k 48 0y U 1, 65 BB
N0 45 AE B AL 5 AR A IS (Age) DA KA B2 AN T2 BE (Dens ) 72 M 2544 ( Stru ) W IBL 45 %
(Self) B K Edu) R4l K- ( Fin) %52 A8 8, K025 5 WL 6 1) Panel A, Helped _H 7119
RPN BRI HE— 2RI T A PR TR HR A« B & 300
(2) XA R ZR R 5ENA 205048 B Rl 35 5K ISR S it %o B 5 4 b DX & J RIS A K%
USEMR o3 LASRUER e RIS AT SRR A RS K (G _Uine ) FAAS Ja RN AT SZREH A K 38 (G _Rinc)
R RS i AR R LR 6 1Y Panel B, X 1 AFER LS S 10 35 5 vy 1 RIS R b X R AN R AR AC
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Uinc_H Rinc_ H Uinc_H Rinc_ H G_Uinc G_Rinc
0.299* 0.615* 0.204* 0.137" -0. 002 0.022°
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AZERERIAR/IME PR 3R R Sk B W B 3% SR 0 Sk 55 2 25 AL A28 P E D AE, R L
FEXTORE PRt XA TAMEETE A TR /NSO WA 221, T35 A FH A 77 1) 55 3 4 B8 ST AT 3%
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X< 5 RN R IR 1 VR e e B RN R IR 1T VR
AS Uince Rinc G_Uinc G_Rinc ASH R_Uinc R_Rinc
-0. 083 0. 028 0.022 0.019™ 4. 6437 2,213
Helped Relation
(-1.379) (0.405) (4.260) (2.398) (3.985) (2.850)
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PURIIIE(ER 668 668 668 668 || XM {E 13 804 13 804
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ZENE (B XS R TR XUy IR R MO 22 IR B 2 AN B 3 5, 0T 11 3 5 o 1 Rl a5 it A i AR AR )
BT T HRH DX 3 S i BRSO K Y- | 38 b A1 i B A A SR AR T T RIS B b DX 9 ] S BRI A KT
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FEHR A WA SG R R THE TR AESCA KB VR FH B /IN 5 35 5 007 B0 e s A 26 BB AR, o 1 5 4k
(< 8 RO (A ZEFE AR /IMEHT ) B8

BT FREEIS AU BN AN N BOR KR /R  Ho— RN RN 5k 07 B2 A UMER e k5 8. AL %
FRE IO 1 RS £k A BOR S 7 BE | R R Tk b X IR 4 5 B 38 5 S g v, TR BOR HLIE | MR Je B
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Has Interprovincial Paired Assistance Narrowed Regional

(L

Income Gaps? An Analysis of the Wealth-Enhancing and
Common-Prosperity Effects on Urban and
Rural Resident Income

WU Hui', HE Jianfeng’, PENG Wenxiang’
School of Economics and Management, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004, Hunan ,

China; 2. School of Economics and Finance, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong ,

China; 3. School of Economics, Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou 730020, Gansu, China)

Summary : Narrowing regional development gaps is a critical pathway to achieving common prosperity.

Since 1996, China has formally implemented an interprovincial paired assistance policy, under which

developed eastern provinces provide systematic support to less developed central and western provinces in terms
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of capital, industry, and talent, forming a horizontal collaborative governance mechanism with Chinese
characteristics. However, the actual effects of this policy on promoting income growth and narrowing regional
income gaps remain inadequately assessed empirically. In particular, whether the policy simultaneously
achieves its wealth-enhancing and common-prosperity functions, and through which mechanisms these effects
materialize,, require further investigation.

Using interprovincial panel data from 1992 to 2023 in China, this paper constructs treatment variables
based on the dynamic adjustments of pairing relationships over time and employs a staggered difference-in-
differences ( DID) model to systematically evaluate the wealth-enhancing and common-prosperity effects of the
paired assistance policy. The findings are twofold. First, the paired assistance policy significantly increases
both urban and rural per capita disposable income in recipient regions, with a larger marginal effect on rural
residents,, demonstrating a wealth-enhancing effect. At the same time, the policy significantly narrows the rural
income gap between recipient and donor regions, while its effect on the urban income gap is not significant,
demonstrating a common-prosperity effect. Second, the policy generates assistance effects in recipient regions
through three pathways, namely improving infrastructure, promoting capital agglomeration, and facilitating
technological innovation. Furthermore, it achieves the common-prosperity effect on rural residents by narrowing
the technological innovation gap between recipient and donor regions.

Compared with existing literature, this paper makes three marginal contributions. First, from the dual
perspective of wealth-enhancing and common-prosperity effects, it simultaneously examines the absolute
income-increasing effect and the relative gap-narrowing effect of the paired assistance policy, addressing the
limitation of previous studies that focus on a single dimension. Second, using long-span interprovincial panel
data from the inception of the policy in 1996 to 2023, it fully accounts for the dynamic adjustments of pairing
relationships, thereby enhancing the external validity of the findings. Third, it systematically identifies the
differentiated mechanisms through which the policy generates wealth-enhancing and common-prosperity effects,
providing a clear theoretical basis for policy optimization.

From the dual perspective of wealth-enhancing and common-prosperity effects, this paper conducts
empirical analysis using long-term dynamic pairing data, offering new empirical evidence and a comparable
analytical foundation for theories of regional coordinated development. The findings also provide insights for
improving the interprovincial horizontal collaboration mechanism; future assistance programs should more
precisely match supply and demand structures so that all urban and rural groups can share in the policy
dividends. At the same time, assistance policies should shift from resource injection to capacity building,
placing industrial cooperation and technology transfer in a more prominent position. Performance evaluation
should move from input-oriented to outcome-oriented assessment, focusing on poverty reduction and the
narrowing of regional disparities.

Keywords: paired assistance; common prosperity; income gap; infrastructure; capital agglomeration;
labor agglomeration; technological innovation
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