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Review of the Researches on Back-flow
Migrant Workers in China

QI Xiao-bing
(Sociology Institute, School of Graduates, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100206, China)

Abstract; Under the influence of the factors such as intergeneration substitution, industrial policies, household
register system and so on of migrant workers, the back-flow of Chinese migrant workers becomes a new development
trend, meanwhile, on the basis of the limitation of urban-rural dual structure, the reverse migration rate of Chinese
migrant workers, or their potential reverse migration rate, is much higher than that of abroad. Currently, the
researches on the back-flow of Chinese migrant workers focus on back-flow scale, back-flow reasons, the
characteristics of their group back-flow, the social influence of the back-flow and so on. The researches on the
back-flow of Chinese migrant workers, as a whole, stay at initial stage, pay too much attention to the analysis of the
reasons for the back-flow on the macro-level and to the survey on the back-flow influence but are short of practical
analysis of the back-flow migrant workers on individual level and need deeper and more careful investigation,
analysis and survey on their experience.

Key words: back-flow migrant worker; labor migration; push and pull theory; active back-flow; passive back-
flow; social capital ; urban-rural dual structure; household register system; land system; rural development
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