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The Regional Disparity in China from the Two Dimensions
of Economic Growth Theory and Spatial Economics

—A Literature Review

QIU Juan-dong, CAO Gang
(School of Economics and Management, Northwest University, Shaanxi Xi’ an 710127, China)

Abstract: By reviewing the literatures from the field of economic growth theory, spatial economics and their combinational framework
on regional disparity and China’ s regional disparity, we find that the economic growth theory can reflect the dynamic evolution of
regional disparity but is short of spatial dimension, that the traditional spatial economics has strong explanation capacity on the spatial
distribution of economic activity but lacks of dynamical performance, that the two combination framework can embody the dynamic
features and spatial dimension but is lacking of empirical analysis, based on this analysis, the future research should integrate dynamic
features and spatial dimension simultaneously into regional disparity issue, emphasize the role of “knowledge-associated” factors such

as technological progress, knowledge spillover and so on, further analyze the development direction of regional disparity and expand the
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empirical research methods under the combinational framework of innovative economic growth and spatial economics, etc.

Key words: regional disparity; economic growth theory; spatial economics; economic growth convergence; CP model; local market

effect; D-S model; knowledge-associated
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TR AR RN, S, KT - 255 K@
TR FREE R R 5k 0 - LA 7 R 22 5 A RO R
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