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Urbanization in China: Retrospect, Problems and Prospects
ZHANG Chao
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Abstract: China’s urbanization undergoes such four stages as construction of production style cities for
industrialization from 1949 to 1978, urban system reform from 1979 to 1990, external enlargement and internal
rapid reconstruction of the cities from 1991 to 1999 and overall urban and rural development. Currently, China’s
urbanization has mainly four problems such as the peasants who lose their land, ecological environment, resources
and urban development balance. This paper points out that the new layout of future urbanization should be
oriented by deepened urbanization, low carbon ecological cities, associated city group, medium-sized and small
cities and so on, and that China should solve the systematic problems of employment, education, medication and
housing in the process of urbanization in microscopic viewpoint, reform household register system which divides
cities and rural areas for such a long time, solve the problems of resources and environment in middle term, build
low carbon cities, promote coordinated development of city group and small cities in macroscopic viewpoint by
overall rural and urban development, using big cities to drive the development of small cities, and by building
jointly development mechanism of big cities, medium-sized cities and small cities.

Key words: urbanization; balanced urban development; overall urban and rural development; the peasants who
lost their land; low carbon ecological cities; urban group; small city
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] 1949 47 1978 4F 1978 4FLK 1949 4EHI N (/) 2008 4F 2008 4ELt 1978 4FEHI N (A4
Wit 132 193 61 655 462
200 JiBA EAH 3 10 7 41 31
100~200 /5 7 19 12 81 62
50~100 J7 6 35 29 118 83
20~50 J7 32 80 48 151 71
20 JTLLF 84 49 -35 264

He N ORI o DI T T DX RN A AR
BRI AR P E TSRS 2009) 53R

1. Bglbfbzik A =R M (1949—1978 )

B E RO S, I e Pl e TAE FL th S AR BT, o R S R R
PRl 28 TP AvAT B b e e 3Tl s S P S R A R T 2 7, 3 2 0l 1l 738 o A = (R T 3 T T AR
HIR T 3 T AR S5 T A R IR 5, R L 3k T A ke T — AN B EAR

1949 4, o ENI L, A EACE I 132 A4, Il X N 3949 A, K AE S A 7.3%.
1949 #1978 4F, LT KHME T 20%. Frb 1949 & 1957 4F, IREMI LK T PRk E, 8 4F
IR T 4.8 N E A s (WLER 2). PR R B EAGA8 T —AEE RGP ST LS — A FAE TR I I
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W ECEA PN, 50 7N H LA BT A 1949 AE[¥) 98 NG NE] 1957 AR 140 ANy 5y —J7 T 1)
(AT R BT R, TR T — RS Db, WOmML Sk 22N P, BUARSE. AR 1958 4E
THEAI R 12 4T TxX—V), Wi R -T2, Wik fEsz . 20 ERg s, —imvg, I



W BEHEREIEA AR D, LR AT L2 BF 0. BOAI . BRI AR Z LR R, XA
ik o

F2 BESRTIHERE~REHH BT EKE /%

F R S F45 R S F4 T LK
1949 10.6 1959 18.4 1969 17.5
1950 11.2 1960 19.7 1970 17.4
1951 11.8 1961 19.3 1971 17.3
1952 125 1962 17.3 1972 171
1953 13.3 1963 16.8 1973 17.2
1954 13.7 1964 18.4 1974 17.2
1955 13.5 1965 18.0 1975 17.3
1956 14.6 1966 17.9 1976 17.4
1957 154 1967 17.7 1977 17.6
1958 16.2 1968 17.6 1978 17.9
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R 3 Wl RHISCE R S BOR ALK/ %

T Bl K- T IS
1979 18.96 1985 2371
1980 19.39 1986 24.52
1981 20.16 1987 25.32
1982 21. 13 1988 25.81
1983 21. 62 1989 26.21
1984 23. 01 1990 26.41
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i AT A3 T R A Ik T G R AR KR e (3 2, 45, 2008)2) . kRl 9k v 24 ) T ik % - I
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R4 BTSN T Py AR BER TR / %

FO o MlTRr Oy Walrer
1991 26.94 1996 30.48
1992 27.46 1997 31.91
1993 27.99 1998 33.35
1994 28.51 1999 34.78
1995 29.04
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0.9 MNE s, HARLGHT— B RAG FrIal, A5kh T s X R (AR 5). mTLAUE, H AT E ik 1E
AbF I R R I, T N D RFEEY 9K, X P B IE . XA BE R AT I R A, E RN
HHHE TR CERON XA TR R Sk s 30T RIS 5 40 DX 38 e R o 5 135 3Tl R AN
TEBATHKEE, EEEINEE IR TL) . MRS SRR AT s, SRR P e
WP M ANKE A Ak, BB BE T B KA

®5 WS GERIE BT/ %

G BKE Fh KE

2000 36.22 2005 42.99
2001 37.66 2006 43.90
2002 39.09 2007 4494
2003 40.53 2008 45.68
2004 41.76 2009 46.6
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