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H1 Al H2 153 5HIE

®2 EERBEAZR
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IR A
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M FATAER
(0.096) (0.092) (0.092) (0.091) (0.019) (0.019) (0.019) (0.019)
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Ji AR E
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FAREE
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0.036™  0.036™ 0.028™ -0.001 -0.001 0. 000
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GYEE SR
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2 EL ki g
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S R 8% A -0. 003 (0. 002)
423 ) 2% 1 R 76 AR vl i il i
g 0. 735*%(0.209) 1.164*%(0.224)  0.473%(0.060)  0.670*(0.120)
R’ 0. 108 0. 134 0. 086 0.274
PURIUE(ED 691 691 678 642

AR SC A AL o I O TR A 5 B R T T S B IC BC S, D 5 A 3t T 7 3 A0 B 1) PRSR 56 2R 3 3K
AR AR PR IR, E— 20 R HT T RAR B AT A S o T H A S WS A AR 19 L5 i) A AR 72 i (IR T £ ]
A7) TR S R AL i ( REENCAZE R ) FIRE AL S A A S A2 B, by A 8 A 48 s 2800 X LA
3G A ) R, SRk B D 2 TR AR i T CLDS DR FC B2 20 ) 477 It 25 AR 22 IR A 33t T , o
PG JZ 17 0728 5 4 A (A 8 0 S A REAS AN P BB 3. 89) o 5 BRI RS sl RE DL XAk
FRA AT L PR At , A< RS AT RESE 1k A S i & 119, DRI e VAR AR A e 2 M 2 Tl 119 7 349 8% Sl i 4
(A 3% 3l H TG AR AR T P Bl AR R B P B0 15 D ELIR R T 327 i) T RS & d FIM B Bt T AR vk i S
AR 40 F—HrBASTHER B, TRAR (V)i 1T 1% 8 &S, B FERT2%(HE 10,
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2014 4EF1 2016 4EfFEA R
Gy F—Br BB F—HrE BB B
EREITIFRES KW A R IR T FIEWAZETR

HIR P (A -0. 160*(0. 076) -0.202 (0. 084)
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s ) A5 52 [ AR I i il il
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N AE— A 5 LK PR 308 B A 2% B D2 E P 8 RO, 5 5 76 O MR MR 45
S FEI T S0 PSM 354007, 16 20 S SorkiE A Sl , e 2 P P A i v 1 S 30 KR ek
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FEE P REIEATREASUC I, AR Fractional Logit MO A1) ST 7553 JHAE DE FERE AR, FEEHEA G-
PEPER IR, 25 5 25 50 AR IO O (0 FF S B A, I 115 5 5 AR (2020) 19 fii ™ v IR
0. 15,0. 48 F11 0. 85 {F i 5 1 A5 REAY Jo 4 41, SRR KRB0 ST 1543 DE B M REASE 4 4T 1X A g
DU B P 22 5 - 2R /KOF " 76 (0. 15,0, 48 1F1(0. 85, 1 T IX I Py 2.3 , “ fl BEAK P-4 0. 15,
0. 48 ) IX ] Py .35, Jr B SR ™ 7 (0. 15,0. 48 ] 1 (0. 85, 1] X [ P 535, B 26 5t 7 4% I 1] 1 -4 i
SRV R B S5, W) 4 UG i A 7 228 DS IR /R 1 b Bt 09 R fl PR3 AL, B I it
Sy SR AEFE RG2S (19K T E ) | E LGS SR T A e

RS ITXEEBGSEERMATR EEERIEER

Fractional Logit - B 2=
R [0, 0.15] (0.15, 0.48] (0.48, 0.85] (0.85, 1]
ZHEH KT 0.9507(0.122)  -0.019(0.108)  0.044°°(0.011)  -0.010(0.011)  -0.032%0.018)
{HE R K 0.117%0.07) 0. 008(0. 039) 0.037%0.020)  —0.018(0.021)  —0.043(0.035)
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TR -0.175%(0.097)  —0.001(0.026) 0.022(0.01)  -0.005(0.010)  —0.046(0.025)
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R B3R i S B O e TS AR BRI R R ) AR T 0. 4 i Ad BRSO R i i
F A, (H 5 B 1E G ) e 00 (A0 BT ) B AP 3 s 2 AL BEOK P78 0. 4 I, A BR AL,
TE 5% K- L1225 D9 0, B AR BRSO, — FLAE 1% K P B & . dE—2RIEEN(3) (4) (5) mitH4s
SR 22 Tl 70 8 e 7 R 0 P R A B A RS (ANl 1 TR ) o &1 1 SRR R R IR 5 K
FEWCAZERE” 1) RO 2R, 3 F 2595 ( Bootstrap ) FL 42 500 YAFE . WAL BHION, pR B R R , Sk — ELIRI
A IR, L A T O fEL (N O BT X IO Ay IR R TR A 0. 20~ 0. 25 2 [i] ) , BV A1k o fi
FHER SR R X G B SO AR e 28 B F) 52 M0 I 1) % 7 1), S B SR ) R R WA 22 B 17 i 4 /N SR B U
AZEHRE S AU, FL IR R fei PSR A4 R XA SR WSO A 22 A S0 A4 T B0 3K P9 66 P 3K B A B
TAR/INAKT AT A ZE B (H A 2 I 8 P A< A e I (AR BP0 T 0. 4) A 2 B B H A S Ay 47 1)
AR, (B H3 A3 21500k
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0.30 -0.001 43  0.001 66 0.80 -0.01761™ 0.003 16
0.35 -0.002 45 0.001 49 0.85 -0.01995™ 0.004 10
0.40 -0.003 60™  0.001 50 0.90 -0.02244" 0.005 22
0.45 -0.004 88 0.001 50 0.95 -0.018 85"  0.005 00
0.50 -0.002 65  0.001 01 1.00  -0.027 81™  0.007 95
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) 0.35 1 N
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--- TERA --- TEREL
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4. BEIRE BN 48 N £ FE 8 HUR A TS

FTHI(L) (2) FIRIRL(6) f [T JAZE SR, FLIB T %0 R 55l & g8 ™ A 55 2l 1 H g™ i Al it
FR .75 O AE W EL R A S REAS S S A AR 55 M A KSR 55 3 £ R 4R T (3)
(4) (5) (6) FNHERL(T) By IAZE SR - M55l & Je ™ % AR A SR BE - P e g e A R B2 134
WA BT 2R R 2 I (R AR A GBS O™ il T 2 8000 3 P R 4 X B2 5K, 3
ok IR 95 M i R 7K~ B 7 e REARS [ I i 2 H ARG A 2 A e O A R JE YA I, FE RIS A
JE ) S SO0 B R Y 5 5 95 Bl B RET X AR A S BE S B A TH R RO 25 O IE , TR el
AZBEFEIA” AT R BOT A2 R AR FE97 30 D RE A5 TH BB A8 2. 28 (2 b R RIS A SERE (1Y
W ABE S, TX AP R A SR BE WS AR BEA R0 o R UL, R 8 R 55 b A e A1 53 30 ) B RE 2 T %
RIS A G FEYCASE A DR R IR T 368 iR A SR B S A I i e 1 P AT 1K 190 66 1 38 % ] A
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0.055™ 0. 059 *** 0.917 " 0. 629 " 0.721 " 0.616""
e
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P el TS A FE S BE A ZE R S AN S35 (ELEAT B BB T ol P 250 14 i v iy T2 B P s > IR
EHFERT 0.4 J5 , FLIB A TS FE S0 WA 22 B HAT (8255 1) £ 1) 520 5 3 B B K ) £6fF ) 5 225 1 3
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Does Universal Internet Usage Help Narrow the Intra-rural
Income Gap?:Evidence from the CLDS Village-level Data

YU Le-rong, ZHANG Liang-hua, LIAO Yang-xin
(College of Humanities and Development Studies, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract; In the era of the digital economy, whether or not the Internet can leverage the advantages of the
Internet and information technology to promote balanced income growth among rural residents is an important
focus in implementing the strategy for rural revitalization. Existing literature has already confirmed the positive
effect of the Internet on farmers’ income growth. However, from the perspective of the income gap, research
on the impact of the internet on income disparity within rural areas is relatively lacking, and much of it is based
on macro statistical data and individual surveys. Can Internet usage help narrow the intra-rural income gap?
There is still insufficient research and evidence on this issue.

Based on three waves of data from the China Labor-force Dynamics Survey ( CLDS) in 2014, 2016, and
2018, this paper empirically studies the impact of internet usage on the intra-rural income gap at the village
level. The research revealed that internet usage not only had an overall income-generating effect at the village
level, and this effect could effectively help push low- and middle-income groups in rural areas to increase their
income, thereby narrowing the income gap. The results remained robust after adjusting for sample ranges,
replacing the dependent variable and core explanatory variables, and using the instrumental variable method.
However, there are restrictive conditions for the impact of Internet usage on income disparity. The analysis
using the Generalized Propensity Score Method ( GPSM) indicated that when the intensity of Internet usage
exceeded 0. 4, its usage could significantly reduce the income gap in rural areas. Further research demonstrated
that service industry and labor skill upgrading were the possible mechanisms by which the Internet could
decrease the income gap.

Compared with existing research, this paper expands in two ways: firstly, it uses the village as the basic
spatial carrier of rural society to explore the impact of internet usage on income disparity within rural areas from
a relatively medium-term perspective. Secondly, it adopts the generalized propensity score matching model to
identify the applicable interval for the influence of internet usage on the intra-rural income gap, revealing the
constraints of the “welfare effect” brought about by the internet. That is, the “welfare effect” is limited by a
certain level of internet development.

This research reflects to a certain extent the inherent logical relationship between the development of digital
technology and the fair distribution of income. Therefore, it provides empirical evidence for the further
penetration of the Internet and information technology into rural areas and for promoting balanced income growth
among rural residents. Currently, the digital dividend effect in rural areas is still in the diffusion stage, so we
are supposed to fully leverage the effects of Internet usage on the income growth of rural residents, improve the
inclusive nature of Internet development, and facilitate the deep integration of the Internet with rural application
scenarios, making rural residents enjoy more development opportunities brought about by the “ digital
dividend” .

Key words: internet usage; income-increasing effect; income gap in rural areas; generalized propensity score
matching (GPSM) ; common prosperity
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