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Comparative Study on Operation Mode between
the World Economic Forum and the Boao Forum for Asia

CAI Li-bin, XIE Si-huan
(School of Management, Ocean University of China, Shandong Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: Both the World Economic Forum and Boao Forum for Asia become the important platforms for co-
managing international social affairs and for boosting global and regional economic development, use membership
system and commercialized operation mode to manage affairs in order to boost economic development and to attract
the participants by setting up anticipated meeting topics, because of the difference in developing background and
currently developing degree, however, there is certain difference in operation mode, for example, the difference in
member qualification limit, member structure, and the working main body of service security and so on. Comparing
with the World Economic Forum, Boao Forum for Asia is insufficient in commercialized operation, is different in
member structure, is preferential to “ Chinese members” in member structure and cooperating partners and is
inadequate in emphasizing and using wise people. Based on sticking to “Three High Objectives”, Boao Forum for
Asia should pay more attention to brand effect, strengthen the cooperation with internationally famous universities
and internationally influencing media to enlarge the impacting forces of intellectual achievement, outsource service
and security work to practically consolidate commercialized operation and largely develop foreign members to
gradually weaken the trend of “Chinalization” .

Key words: the World Economic Forum; Boao Forum for Asia; Davos Forum; funds operation; membership;

commercialized operation; forum community; topic setup; brand effect
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