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Multi-hierarchical System Construction for the Basic
Unit of Village Governance: Taking Three Rural
Collective Assets Reform as an Example

TAN Wen-ping
(School of Marxist, Jiangxi University of Finance & Economics, Nanchang 330013, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract; Autonomy and administration are the two tools for village governance, the different combination
methods of the two produce the different governance paths such as autonomy-oriented type, autonomy-
administration balanced type, administration-oriented type and so on, and multi-hierarchical basic governance
unit system is further formed such as natural village, administrative village and towns. Taking the relevant rural
collective assets reform as an example, the property rights distribution reform of the collective assets should
choose autonomy-oriented governance path and take a natural village as the basic governance unit, the
collective economy earning distribution reform should choose autonomy-administration balanced type governance
path and take an administrative village as the basic governance unit, and collective asset management system
reform should choose administration-oriented governance path and take a town as the basic governance unit.
The homestead system reform in Yujiang of Jiangxi Province, the collective asset stock right reform in
Tianchang of Anhui Province, and the collective asset management system reform in Dongguan of Guangdong
Province respectively take the natural village, the administrative village and the town as the basic governance
unit and all achieve good governance performance. The setting of the basic unit for the village governance
should take the administrative village with both autonomy and administration function as the basic point. On the
basis of the requirement of governance items, the interests association of each governance subject and its
governance capacity as well as its resources selection should choose suitable governance path and the basic
governance unit, or go down to the natural village, or consolidate and enrich the administrative village, or go
up to the town and so on so as to form multi-hierarchical basic governance unit system to effectively promote
governance efficiency and performance and to boost the modernization of village governance system and
governance capacity.

Key words: village governance; basic governance unit; natural village; administrative village; town; villager
autonomy ; collective assets
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