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Resistance, Absorption, and Symbiosis: The Remediation Path of
Print Media in the Digital Age

WANG Shiyong, WANG Zhaodong

(School of Journalism and Communication, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, Guangxi, China)

Abstract : From the perspective of “remediation” theory, this paper focuses on innovative cases in print
media such as “Pain Paper” and “Pocket-sized Books” to explore the transformation path for print media in the
digital age. The study proposes a path of self-reconstruction for print media following a logical progression of
“resistance-absorption-symbiosis. ” The research indicates that print media can leverage its own material value
to resist the acceleration, intrusion, and virtuality of digital media, thereby forming a differentiated competition.
By absorbing the interactive logic of digital media, it can achieve creative transformation in form, content, and
value. Ultimately, print media can build a symbiotic relationship with users and digital platforms with “sociali-
ty” as the interface, forming a new media ecosystem. The study argues that the transformation of print media is
by no means a simple digital migration, but rather a process of activating its unique media attributes to evolve
into an indispensable emotional carrier and cultural node within the digital ecosystem. This provides a new line
of thought beyond the convergence paradigm for the sustainable development of traditional media.

Keywords: remediation; print media transformation; media materiality; digital symbiosis; slow media
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