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The Essential Characteristics and Realization Path of New Production
Relations in the Digital-Intelligence Era:A Perspective Based on Marx’ s

Theory of the “Four Links” in Social Reproduction

ZHANG Fujun

(Tnstitute of Marxism, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract ; Supported by emerging technologies such as big data, cloud computing, the Internet of Things,
and artificial intelligence, the digital-intelligent era has profoundly changed the traditional modes of production,
exchange, distribution, and consumption. The new type of production relations is an economic relationship that
conforms to the development of the times and meets the needs of productive forces. Grasping the essential char-
acteristics of the new type of production relations from the “four links” of Marx’ s social reproduction provides
theoretical support for in-depth understanding and the formation of the new type of production relations. Forming
a new type of production relations compatible with new-quality productive forces is a unique model of production
relations based on China’ s national conditions and the stage of socialist development. It is not merely a simple
transcendence and reconstruction of the original production relations, but requires grasping the core issues run-
ning through the “four links” of social reproduction. By promoting comprehensive reforms in aspects such as the
ownership structure, the distribution system, and the socialist market economic system, the internal potential of
various market players can be effectively stimulated, thus accelerating the formation of the new type of socialist
production relations with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords :new type of production relation; essential characteristic; realization path; social reproduction
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