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The Community-Oriented Path of Value Consensus in Grassroots
Good Governance: An Exploration of the Connotations of the

“Rule of Law” in Grassroots Governance

QIAN Guojun', WU Yanxia®
(1. School of Marxism, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu 610041, China;
2. School of Cultural Business, Sichuan Vocational College of Cultural Industries, Chengdu 610213, China)

Abstract: The “rule of law” in grassroots governance inherently implies a value orientation toward good
governance. The value consensus of grassroots good governance aims to express a “sense of commonality” re-
garding the operation of the “rule of law” system. The core logic of its realization is to generate the ethical spirit
of a grassroots governance community. The core of this ethical spirit is manifested in the following aspects; the
Party and government, as well as mass organizations, aim for common prosperity through power for the people;
the prominence of collaborative organizations in public welfare and mutual aid; the “co-participation and co-
consultation” of self-governance organizations; and the unity of individuals’ family and national interests.
Drawing on the division of institutional elements, the “rule of law” system that promotes the above vision should
follow the principle of integrating value-oriented and technical considerations, and comprehensively construct the
following : embedding cultural-cognitive elements, nurtured by the common value concepts in excellent tradition-
al Chinese culture that are “unconsciously used in daily life” ; highlighting normative elements, comprehensive-
ly implementing the core socialist values with freedom, equality, and justice as the overarching principles, and
accordingly advancing the systematic integration of institutions; and coordinating regulatory elements, meticu-
lously planning substantive and procedural provisions. Moreover, the construction process that overlaps these
three aspects must adhere to the position of taking cultural-cognitive elements as the foundation.

Keywords : grassroots good governance; value consensus; grassroots governance community ; ethical spirit;

“rule of law” system
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