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The Conscious Control of Omniscient and the Reliable Narrative Tension

Taking Modern Ethnic Novel for Example
ZHU Bin, WEI Shan
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Northwestern Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)
Abstract; Reliable narrators often make too much direct evaluation of persons and phenomena as omniscient, which often makes the
significance world of works too clear. Successful reliable narrators often consciously limit their omniscience so as to effectively
strengthen the narrative tension by adding necessary ambiguity into clarity and finally by making the contradiction and unity of reliability
and non-reliability.

Key words : reliable narration; consciously limited knowledge; narrative tension; minority novels
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