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The Comparative Analysis of Marx’s Relative Surplus Population Theory and
Unemployment Problem in China

ZHANG Cun-gang, TANG Qin-gin

(School of Economics, Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou 730020, China)

Abstract: Marx’s Relative Surplus Population Theory has enlightening significance for the analysis of unemployment problem in Chi-
na at present. There are both similarities and differences between capitalist relative surplus population and unemployment population in
China. The differences are the root cause, covering sphere, effect, recognition degree of solving unemployment problem by government,
influence on labors. In China the employment situation is grim and the unemployment problem is prominent. Positive employment poli-
cies should be carried out; the market mechanism effect of labor force should be given full play; non-public economy should be devel-

oped rapidly; economy should be kept growing stably; entrepreneurship and innovation should be encouraged.

Key words ; Marx population theory; unemployment; relative surplus population ; employment



