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Is There A Panchronic Viewpoin‘[?LZJ

Up to this point the term law has been used in
the legal sense.But cannot the term also be used in
language as in the physical and natural sciences,i.e.
in the sense of relations that are everywhere and for-
ever verifiable? In a word, can not language be stud-
ied from a panchronic viewpoint?

Doubtless. Since phonetic changes have always
occurred and are still occurring, this general phe-
nomenon is a permanent characteristic of speech; it
is therefore one of the laws of speech.In linguistics as
in chess(see pp. 88 ff.) there are rules that outlive
all events.But they are general principles existing in-
dependently of concrete facts. When we speak of par-
ticular, tangible facts, there is no panchronic view-
point: Each phonetic change, regardless of its actual
spread ,is limited to a definite time and territory ; no
change occurs at all times and in all places;change
exists only diachronically.These general principles are
precisely what serve as a criterion for determining
what belongs to language and what does not. A con-
crete fact that lends itself to panchronic explanation
cannot belong to language. Take the French word
chose “thing” . from the diachronic viewpoint it
stands in opposition to the Latin word from which it
derives, causa; from the synchronic viewpoint it
stands in opposition to every word that might be as-
sociated with it in Modern French.Only the sounds of
the word considered independently (Soz) are suscep-

tible of panchronic observation,but they have no lin-

guistic value. Even from the panchronic viewpoint
Soz, considered in a chain like iin Soz admirabla * an
admirable thing,’is not a unit but a shapeless mass;
indeed , why Soz rather than oza or nSo? It is not a
value, for it has no meaning. From the panchronic
viewpoint the particular facts of language are never
reached '’ .
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A “panchronic” study of a linguistic problem is

Persson( T4 /K -

a kind of hybrid between the diachronic and
synchronic approaches. The purpose of such a study
may be to highlight historical factors which, though
still relevant, have become obscured and are

therefore easily overlooked in a purely synchronic

study of phenomena in Modern English.*’
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The Real Terminology Meaning of Panchronic

Dual Misreading in the Context of Professionalization and Massification
CHE Fei

(School of Language and Literature, Heilongjiang University, Heilongjiang Harbin 150080, China)
Abstract ; The educational circles show eight kinds of misunderstandings on “Panchronic” in General Linguistic Course. There
are eight dictionaries and six kinds of explanations involving in the Panchronic but there are two kinds of wrong explanations.
“Fan” means un-specification by exiracting the ancient Chinese in history, by triangle-test of “mandarin-dialects-ancient” Chi-
nese and by comparing Chinese with foreign languages. “Panchronic” , which believes that a language is changeable in any place
and in any time, is a hypothesis method in terminology research and a reduction to absurdity. As a result, “Panchronic” stays in
a super-time-space state, can cross any time and any space, demonstrates the faulting feature in time and space, and is opposite
to synchronic and diachronic features because it neither belongs to synchronic nor diachronic, therefore, a Panchronic is
composed of disordered arbitrariness without the factors such as time, space and social factors and so on. The correlated section of
Mr. Gao Mingkai’ s translation is relatively obscure and causes four types of misunderstandings such as the gloss vulgarity caused
by his Chinese-English translation of a variety of this type of words, the misreading in the context of professionalization, the domi-
nant and hidden misreading in the context of massification and lower pragmatic frequency effect, Absolutely, it has no value in a
“Panchronic” research on its linguistic phenomenon.

Key words : General Linguistics Course; diachronic; synchronic; panchronic; paraphrase; misinterpretation
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