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Cultural Hybridity, Love and the Unnecessary Protagonist: Three Problems
in the Study of Orhan Pamuk

ZHANG Hu

( Department of Literature , Jiangsu Normal University , Jiangsu Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract ; Pamuk is a writer of cultural hybridity, the love stories of Pamuk are a kind of kitsch narrative , therefore, the protag-

onists in Pamuk’ s novels are unnecessary and marginal. All these accepted opinions and blanks provide us with a path to more

deeply understand Pamuk, i.e., what on earth has Pamuk found when he pursues the melancholy soul of his hometown? What is

the “new symbol between cultural clash and interlacing” ? This is a problem without an answer in both internal and abroad aca-

demic circle till today. Actually, it is just in our misreading and criticism of Pamuk’ s love narrative and protagonists.

Key words ; Pamuk; cultural hybridity; love narrative; Sufi; new symbol
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