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Leaving at dawn the White Emperor crowned
with cloud ,

I’ ve sailed a thousand miles through canyons in
a day.

With monkeys’ sad adieus the riverbanks are
loud ;

My skiff has left ten thousand mountains far a-

[3]
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Homeward !

way

Good bye to the city high in the rosy clouds of
dawn.

Homeward, out the gorges, out today!

Let the apes wail. Go on.

Out shoots my boat. The serried mountains are
all behind. **’
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18 The boundless forest sheds its leaves shower
by shower; The endless river rolls its waves hour af-
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T BB EY1E 2 “ In the boundless forest, fall-
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Yangtze, rolling waves crash and splash along. ” #H
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You ask when I’ m coming: alas not just yet---

How the rain filled the pools on that night when
we met!

Ah, when shall we ever snuff candles again,

And recall the glad hours of that evening of
rain?
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You ask me when I can come back, but I don’t
know ;

The pools in western hills with autumn rain o’
erflow.

When by our window can we trim the wicks a-
gain

And talk about this endless, dreary night of

rain? (5]

You asked when I’ d return from south; oh, I
can’ t say

Now on this autumn rainy night the when the
pond is rising,

Indeed when can 1 go back to north and with
you to stay,

And trimming the candle, recall tonight’ s mu-
tual longing?'®’
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Analysis of Imagery Loss in the Translation of Geographic Names in Classic Chinese Poetry

Taking Classic Poetry about Three Gorges as an Example

QIU Yu-hua
( Department of Foreign Language and Literature, Chongqing Education University, Chongging 400067, China)

Abstract ; Thanks to its unique geographic location and culture background, Three Gorges has been a hot topic for men of liter-

ature and writing to continuously chant it since ancient times. Besides the geographic, symbolical and cultural features of common

geographic names mentioned in ancient poems on Three Gorges, there is peculiar feature in the geographic names in Three Gor-

ges. As a result, more or less, there is imagery loss in the English translation of classic poetry about Three Gorges caused by

shallow translation, mistranslation and non-equivalent translation.

Key words: Three Gorges; imagery of geographic names; translation loss; shallow translation; mistranslation
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