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@ Segal R. A., Myth—a Very Short Introduction, Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, 2008. pp
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The Protagonist of James Joyce’s Araby Deviates from “Eternal Boy”

Interpretation of Jung’ s Psychological Archetype

QUAN Jin-ying
(School of Foreign Language, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract; The personality of little boy in Araby is examined and interpreted from the perspective of “eternal boy” archetype,

hero archetype and independent personality formation in Jung’ s psychology. Compared with Adonis in ancient Greek myth, “eter-

nal boy” archetype is demonstrated in the personality of little boy, the former penetrated “eternal boy” archetype into the whole

personality and so failed, the latter avoided being eroded, so independent personality was set up and “eternal boy” was success-

fully transited into the first period of hero archetype. The protagonist in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man further verified

that little boy realized the second period of hero archetype, thus, the robust and independent personality makes little boy smash

the disheartened image of a vagrant displayed by ancestors.

Key words ; James Jyoce; independent personality; “eternal boy” archetype; hero archetype
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