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Model Combination of Critical Spirit and Critical Art

——A Review on Professor Shen Dan’s Narration, Style and Subtext

WANG En-ke
(School of Foreign Languages, Chongqing Technology and Business University, Chongqing 400067, China)

Abstract; Professor Shen Dan reviews critically, in the first part of her book Narration, Style and Subtext, some long-estab-
lished concepts of narratology and offers some suggestions to develop them. Then in the second part she bases on her re-reading of
eight British and American short stories and her re-interpretations of the stories, which are quite different from the prevailing au-
thoritative ones made by famous scholars in the West. The book is a model in terms of combining critical spirit and critical art to
revise the theoretical viewpoints of western narratology, a model for Chinese scholars to follow in their dealing with western aca-

demic theories in the perspective of academic innovation, import, criticism and digest.

Key words: Shen Dan; critical spirit; critical art;narratology theory ;stylistics theory
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