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Morality, Religion and Nation: On Vincent Buckley’s Poetic Theory

WANG Jing, WANG La-bao
(School of Foreign Language, Suzhou University, Jiangsu Suzhou 215021, China)

Abstract; Vincent Buckley has exerted a profound influence in Australia with his poems and poetic theory being the center of

scholars’ discussion. In his poems and poetic practice, he holds on textual ontology, opposing any standard beyond literature.

Therefore, he holds a negative attitude toward Arnold’ s standard of morality, Eliot’ s standard of religion and Australian national-

ists’ standard of nation. In rejecting these standards, Buckley makes clear relationship among poem, morality, religion and na-

tion, establishing his metaphysical poetic theory of textual ontology.

Key words : morality; religion; nation; poem; Vincent Buckley
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