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Tough Subversion and Awkward Reconstruction

Cultural Examination on May 4" Family Novels

LIN Rong-song
( Chinese Department, Ningde Normal University, Fujian Ningde 352100, China)

Abstract: A family plays a particularly important role in China. Based on the background of the renewal of culture, May 4"
writers reflect over the family issues from their own family experience. Through narrating family stories, they not only reexamine a
certain culture, system, lifestyle and psychological trend, but open up themselves cruelly, intending to give a thorough and exten-
sive thought to family issues based on the contemporary value principle. The vigorous family revolution during May 4" period pro-
vides the practical basis for family narration of May 4" novels. However, betraying tradition leads to the dilemma of morality and
feelings, which causes the tough subversion and awkward reconstruction.

Key words : family issues; May 4" novel; ethical culture; subversion; reconstruction
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