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An Empirical Research on Memetics and English Verbs Acquisition

DENG Da-fei
( Department of Foreign Language, Guangxi Normal University for Nationalities, Guangxi Nanning 530023, China)

Abstract: This paper reports an investigation into the effect of the Memetics on English verbs acquisition. Subjects were 64

English majors in grade 2010, who were required to learn, read and recite 102 English sentences with verbs and meanwhile make

sentences by imitating them inside class. They were then asked to take the second verb-pattern-based test inside class after they

qualified in reciting test. After two weeks, they took the third one. The main and only difference between them was that the ex-

perimental group was instructed to learn, read, recite and imitate these sentences in class while the control group was not so re-

quired. The results showed that the former made less mistakes than the latter when using the verbs. Moreover, the verb patterns

and the related sentences in the experimental group were retained longer in their memory than those in the control group, which

suggest that requirements for the imitation and recitation of the verb patterns and their related sentences in vocabulary learning

tasks could facilitate English vocabulary acquisition.

Key words ; Memetics; English verbs; acquisition; recitation; imitation; verb
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