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Review on G. Evans’s Theory of Reference of Proper Names

LIANG Feng-juan', MAO Pei-fu’
(1. National Key Research Center for Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,
Guangzhou 510420, China; 2. Guangdong Peizheng College, Guangzhou 510830, China)

Abstract; G. Evans was regarded as one of the representative figures pioneering research on the determination of the reference

of a proper name. He follows Kripke Causal Historical Reference Theory in emphasizing the social and historical factors in

determining the reference of proper names. Moreover, he puts forward such new concepts as Producers and Consumers of proper

names, Name-using Practice, etc.. According to Evans, if an object X is regularly and consistently identified by the producers of

the proper name NN as the reference of X, then X is the reference of NN. Evans’ s theory provides a new solution to the

determination of the reference of a proper name.

Key words : Evans; theory of the reference of proper names; philosophy of language; Kripke
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