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(1b) George Bush is the president of America
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(8a) Shewas able o finish her dissertation

(8a) Sara can peak five foreign languages
(8a) He can be very friendly.
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Research of M etonymy asa Prototypical Category

YANG Feng - ping

(School of Foreign language Xinan U niversity, Chongging 400715)

Abstract: The definition of meonymy is typically knovn as samantic shiftswithin a domain or domain mar
trix; however, the existence of cross domainsmetnymic shifts challenges the typical definition of metonymy;

Therefore, the present pgoer tries b exanine metonymy as a prototypical category with part - whole contiguity
in gatial domain as its core, and other menymic pattems relate with it against three dimensions, namely
strength of contact (going from part - whole contairment over physical contact o adjacency without contact) ,

boundedness (involving an extension of the part - whole relationship towards unbounded wholes and parts) ,

and domain (with shifts from the gatial o the temporal, the gatio - temporal and the category domain) ,

which ismainly based on the fruits of the researches conducted by Peirsnan & Geeraerts, and itwill be done
with the help of compus collected fran Chinese and English materials.

Keywords metonymy; conceptual contiguity; prototype theory
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