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Destruction and reconstruction of the order: the cosmic image in King Lear
YANG Zhang - hui
( School of Foreign Language, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)
Abstract : The image of universe from destruction to reconstruction, which was shown in William Shakespeare
% King Lear, was established on such three levels as large universe, small individual universe and the society.
The three elements are corresponded each other, integrated and united in the theme of reconstruction. Cosmic
reconstruction results from the destruction of cosmic order. The destruction of cosmic harmony makes Shake-
speare restate cosmic reconstruction, which is the century theme in King Lear, and call the return of benevo-
lence, as a result, the consciousness of the universe and life is deepened by human beings. Benevolence and
love, which are closely connected in order between human beings and oneself, between human beings and hu-

man beings and between human beings and nature, are full of the universe.

Keywords : King Lear; cosmology; William Shakespeare; Renaissance
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