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A Probe into Differences in Frozenness of Chinese and English Binomial from the

Perspective of Language System

Liu Shi-Ying
(School of Foreign Studies, Chongqing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Chongqing 400065, China)

Abstract; Disimilarities of ordering constraints in Chinese and English binomial are associated with levels of frozenness of binomials
in the two languages. Disimilarities in the connective system, word formation system ( Chinese: parataxis VS. English: hypotaxis) ,
plus widespread lexicalization of double sounds in Chinese binomial and idiomaticalization in Chinese binomial, account mainly for the
phenomenon that English binomial is overall more frozen than Chinese binomial.

Key words : binomial ; frozenness; connective system; parataxis and hypotaxis; lexicalization; idiomaticalization
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