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Motivation and the Construction of Self-Identity from the Perspective of

Cultural Capital Theory

——A Quantitative Study on the English Learning of the Graduates Pursuing a Master

Degree in Science and Engineering

LIANG Li-wen
(College of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 210016, China)

Abstract ; According to Cultural Capital Theory, motivation and self-identity is not only a psychological concept but also a soci-

ology concept. The personal factors and learning motivation as well as self-identity of many learners are interweaved and interac-

ted. This research makes a quantitative study on the English learning of the students pursuing a master degree in science and en-

gineering, analyzes the personal factors representing English learners that originate from different social stratums, leaner’ s moti-

vation and self-identity, and their interrelationships. In the diversified society, how to construct harmonious English learning ecol-

ogy to help the students from different regions and different social stratums to maximize their development is a topic demanding

discussion.

Key words: Cultural Capital Theory; personal factor; learning motivation; self-identity
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