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Comparative Analysis of Source Domain and Color System of English and Chinese Color

Words Built through Metaphor and Metonymy
XTAO Xiao-yue
( Business School, Wuyi University, Fujian Wuyishan 354300, China)

Abstract; Metaphor and metonymy are rhetoric devices in traditional linguistics and the consistency of the color words like the
class of metaphor and metonymy embodied in color system and source domain indicates that metaphor and metonymy is the basic
collaborative cognitive method of human beings. Through the refection from source domain and color system, human beings get
the recognition on color and meanwhile accurately describe the color and fractionalize the difference between colors. In the process
of color cognition, the color words of metaphor and metonymy between English and Chinese also bear some characteristics of a na-
tion, the comparison between words source and color system of metaphor and metonymy to help understand the universality and in-
dividuality of a nation behind languages is conducive to smoothly learning English, conducting interdisciplinary culture exchange
and translation between English and Chinese.

Key words: metaphor; metonymy; color words; source domain and color system; comparative analysis
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