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Gender Perspective in Science Communication: On the Construction of the Image of
the Female Scientists in the Mass Media

CAI Yu-kun
(School of Humanities, Chongqing Jiaotong University, Chongqing 400074, China)

Abstract: The image of the female scientists in the mass media is described as the “women” in scientists and the “scientists”

in the women, the two kinds of subgroup focus on different points respectively. With regard to the altitude, there is more or less

implicit or explicit discrimination on female scientists by the mass media, although such discrimination is gradually approximate to

the culture of gender equality and recognition, the discrimination is still enormously affected by the gender stereotypes. The image

of female scientists constructed by the mass media plays an important role in the public image, especially in young girls, this

symbol of the model guides the children to generate and store the impression of the group, which affect girls and young women’ s

career choices and life planning. Therefore, the research experience and contributions of the female scientists must be largely

integrated into historic and current analysis of scientific reports, and the image of the female scientists constructed by the media

should be helpful to shaping the public, especially young girls, to correctly understand the female scientists.

Key words: gender and science; mass media; female scientists; Gender Schema Theory; stereotype impression
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