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The Explicitation of Causal Relations in Students’ Translation

——A PACCEL-Based Probe

MU Bao-long
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract ; The difference of two languages’ formalization or hypotaxis indicates that the explicitation in one direction of transla-
tion means an implicitation in the other. Based on this inference, the hypotheses of the trend of explicitation in causal relations in
students’ translation collected in PACCEL-W are made and are verified through corpus retrievals and analysis. Prominent trend of
explicitation is detected in both students’ Chinese-English and English-Chinese translation, which means that their translation
features an explicit way of compensation, the compensation of causal relation is mainly embodied by explicitation. The bilingual
language proficiency, the ability of a systematic use of explicitation and the interference of linguistic regulation are responsible for
this kind of trend. The conception of corresponding explicitation and process-based explicitation are then proposed to call for the

different kinds of explicitation and their respective contributing factors.

Key words: causal relations; explicitation; PACCEL-W; compensatory translation

126



