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Aesthetics of John Fiske’s Popular Cultural Theory: a Contemporary Reading

DENG Wen-hua',LU Dao-fu’
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Southern Medical University, Guangzhou 510075, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China)
Abstract; John Fiske, a famous American popular culture theorist, surpassed the attitude of traditional elitism and pessimism of
popular culture and advocated and extolled the creativity, initiative and revolt of popular culture, even tried to explain the superfi-
ciality, barrenness and poverty of popular texts and emphasized that popular appreciation was the exclusion and resistance to mod-
ern aesthetic hegemony by regarding media texts as carrier, media audience as core and media experience as goal. Although such
populism promises equality and democracy, it nevertheless avoids aesthetic judgment, and this may ultimately cause the declining
of people’ s ability to appreciate beauty and art. To avoid this consequence, the role of aesthetic education must be duly recognized.

Key words : popular culture; Populism; delight judgment; aesthetic education
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