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A Corpus-based Approach to Literary Criticism
——A Case Study of The Scarlet Letter

GAO Bo
(School of Foreign Languages, Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300222, China)

Abstract; Corpus linguistics, as a new and rising discipline, has been commonly applied to the field of literary criticism. By

taking the fictions in the BROWNA corpus as a reference, the comparable corpus of The Scarlet Letter is compiled. With the help

of the WordSmith Tools 4.0 of corpus retrieval and analysis software, the information such as mean word length, part of speech

distribution, key words and mean sentence length is analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. The result not only verifies Haw-

thorne’ s unique writing style objectively but also reveals the plot of The Scarlet Letter clearly.

Key words ; corpus linguistics; literary criticism; The Scarlet Letter; Hawthorne
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