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Punning and the Translation of Puns in English Headlines

LIN Yan
( English Section, Jimei University, Chengyi College, Fujian Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Punning is one of the most common rhetorical devices used in news headlines. Yet its double meanings and cultural

differences make it a tough job to translate puns in English headlines. This paper analyzes the various ways to form puns in head-

lines from the perspective of phonetics puns, semantics puns, grammar puns and context puns and, guided by Nidas theory of dy-

namic equivalent translation, gives a full discussion of the methods to translate them by analyzing various examples, hoping to re-

produce art results of original puns in object languages.

Key words ; English headlines; pun; dynamic equivalent; translation
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